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How can humans and
wild animals coexist?

Deer living in Nara Park are designated as a National Natural
Monument and have long been revered as sacred beings. For centuries,
people have sought ways to live alongside them. Today, the deer
population has grown, and the impact of overtourism has introduced
new forms of friction between deer and human society. At Rokuen,
operated by the Nara Deer Preservation Foundation, deer rescued due
to injury, illness, or human-related incidents are taken into protective
care. Its operations are supported by donations, event revenue, and
limited sales of compost made from the waste of protected deer. In this
project, a local stone-polishing manufacturer and a designer collabo-
rated to develop an original artificial stone by blending this compost
with natural minerals and resin, and translating it into products. By
returning a portfion of sales to Rokuen, the project proposes a circular,
regionally rooted model of coexistence that seeks harmony between
nature and the artificial.
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An Artificial Stone Born

from Deer Waste in Nara

Materializing the In-Between
Between Wildlife and Humans

Through inferviews with local residents, field research into
history and ecology, and studies ensuring hygienic safety, we
developed an arfificial sfone by blending compost derived
from deer waste (approximately 30-35%), natural minerals,
and resin, preserving the inherent character of natural
materials. Using a specialized barrel-polishing technique, the
surface is finished with a smooth, river-stone-like texture. As a
rule, no colorants are added. By carefully adjusting material
rafios, mineral selection, and internal grain size, and by
repeatedly festing variations in polishing time, we developed
five distinct materials with a refined, matte quality - not as
color variations, but as differences born from the material
itself. By activating resources left unused within the region
through local craftsmanship, a material was created that can
be produced and consumed locally.
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Deer compost
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Rokuen Foundation
Care & Protection
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Over centuries, the relationship
between the deer of Nara and
human society has evolved
alongside changing times.
Recognizing that compost
produced from the waste of
protected deer was not being
fully utilized, we chose to
activate it as a material

This project explores the
creation of a new form of
circulation - one that connects
wildlife, people, and the local
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Weaving a Future
Relationship

Between the Deer of Nara Park
and Human Society
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Manufacturing X Design
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The In-Between

Living Within Human Systems

Are the deer of Nara Park wild - or are they kept?e

Revered as sacred symbols, and cherished as the center of tourism, they nevertheless
lose their lives to traffic accidents and accidental ingestion. Protected within human
activity, and shaped by it, their lives unfold within a framework of care. They exist
between wilderness and the human hand, reflecting how deeply their presence is
intertwined with social systems. Wilderness and the human hand, the sacred and the
everyday, nature and the city, ecology and institution - overlapping. The deer who live
within this in-between mirror the ambiguity of our own boundaries. To what extent do we
control nature, and to what extent do we integrate wild animals into society? Born from

this \oyered in-between of human society, this artificial stone is offered as a material for
inquiry - a starting point for dialogue.

The Collection

Objects designed to bring nature easily
info everyday life. Sized for placement on
desks, tables, and shelves. From single
flowers or plants to arrangements and
grouped compositions, the collection allows
for a wide range of expressions.
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Plant pot -composition L
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